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be needed for grinding seeds twenty-four hours non-stop to
meet the needs of Kutchbhiwani. An occasional dribble of
oil oozed into the bucket at the foot of the wooden base,
but it must have taken the better part of the day to squeeze
out enough oil to fill the container.
Village life moved as it has always done, at a leisurely
and unhurried pace. This was a place of peasants moving
with the deliberation of the peasant. That is worth some-
thing when the temperature is well over the hundred mark,
as it was the day of my visit. The only person to be seen
hurrying was a shrunken stick of a man with a load that a
buck labourer at home would have looked at with horror.
But the Indian balanced it on his head and scurried bare-
footed through the dusty byways. His haste looked as
though it might be related to the speed of a cyclist, in that
neither could stop without falling.
Mr. Khan was entertaining Jack and myself to lunch, so
the morning's tour could not be protracted. On my return
to the office-shop, we set off, all three, in our car, with Mr,
Khan revelling in the sensation that he and his European
friends were creating, and shouting instructions on the route
to follow through the maze of passages.
The Khan residence was a three-floor building sitting a
fraction farther back from the road than its neighbours.
A few stone steps led to the ground floor. It consisted of
a single large room with a charpoy as "the only item of
furniture. The charpoy was occupied by a grey-bearded
man sleeping noisily. " My father," giggled Mr. Khan
self-consciously as he led the way rapidly up a flight of
narrow, carpetless, stone steps and into a room whose fairly
generous size was disguised by the presence of an enormous
bed, a square table, and six straight-back chairs. It was
clean and tidy except for some broken dishes in one corner,
but devoid of comfort. The only effort at decoration was
in the hanging of several blue vases from the ceiling, and
the pinning to the walls of some parchments with inscriptions